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Seal carvers originated from, travelling to or living in Guangdong or Hong Kong
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FENG Kanghou (1901-1983)

Feng Kanghou (1901-1983), a native of Panyu (present-day Guangzhou), Guangdong, originally
named Feng Qiang, took the literary names Aqiang, Laofeng, Laokang, Kangweng, Tangzhai, Yushan
and Miaosou. His studio’s names were Kepo ju, Yizaisi lou, Jiulong shanzhai and Zhichi penglai guan.
Feng studied art in Japan, and after he returned to China in 1916, he worked as a technical officer at
the Printing and Minting Bureau in Beijing and then a secretary at the Whampoa Military Academy in
Guangzhou. He once founded the newspaper Zhongxing bao in Hong Kong in 1931. He became an
editor at Zhonghua Bookstore in Guangzhou following a stay in Macao to escape war. Eventually, he
settled in Hong Kong in 1949, making a living teaching in various tertiary institutions. Studying
painting under his grand-uncle Wen Qiqiu and paleography, epigraphy and seal carving under Liu
Liv’an, he was deeply influenced by the School of Yi Mountain of seal carving. Dainty but unaffected,
balanced yet uniquely distinctive, his seal carving represents the borrowings from the Qin-Han
tradition and various schools of seal carving in the Ming and Qing dynasties. Feng was the first to teach
seal carving for the programmes in the United College and the University of Hong Kong’s Department
of Extra Mural Studies, nurturing many of the seal carvers in Hong Kong and forming a greater lineage

of Huang Shiling. His works include Feng Kanghou yinpu and Feng Kanghou shuhua yinji.
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Square Seal with Four Characters Carved in
Relief

Modern period (1949)

FENG Kanghou

Stone

Seal characters:  Zuyou yinxin

Size: W:2cm
L:2cm
H:9.5cm



